
APPENDIX B.  

Apostle Islands National Lakeshore (APIS) 
Establishment:  September 26, 1970. 

Designations:  National Lakeshore and a Class II airshed.  A Wilderness suitability study 
was completed in March of 2004.  Eighty percent of the park is proposed for wilderness 
designation. 

Purpose and significance statements important to ecological monitoring:   

• To conserve the islands and shorelines and their related geographic, scenic, and scientific 
values; 

• To preserve the unique flora and fauna of the lakeshore;  

• To provide for the enjoyment and understanding of the unique natural, historical, 
scientific, and archeological features of the lakeshore; and 

• To permit hunting, fishing, and trapping according to federal and state laws. 

General description:  Apostle Islands National Lakeshore is located near Bayfield in 
extreme northwestern Wisconsin.  It consists of 21 islands, ranging in size from 3 to 10,000 acres, 
and a 12-mile segment along the mainland shore of Lake Superior. The lakeshore protects 69,372 
acres, including a ¼ mile buffer that extends into Lake Superior.  The park is at the northwestern 
limits of the hemlock-hardwood forest and  contains elements of the southern boreal forest. The 
lakeshore has a wide diversity of coastal features, including sand spits, cuspate forelands, 
tombolos, a barrier spit, beaches, and dunes, as well as sandstone cliffs and caves. 

Visitation:  About 190,000 people visit the park.  Visitors come to enjoy the park’s 
natural and cultural resources.  Visitors access the islands in a variety of ways, including 
kayaking, motor boating, sailing, and concession boat cruises. There are trails, campsites, and 
picnic sites on several of the islands and the mainland.  

Critical resources:  The park has old-growth forest stands that are exceptionally rare 
because they have not been subjected to ungulate browsing.  The park provides important habitat 
for birds, including:  stopover areas for high numbers of migrants, including peregrine falcons 
and a wide diversity of shorebirds; nesting habitat for over 150 species of breeding birds; critical 
habitat for the federal and state endangered piping plover; nesting habitat for bald eagles; and 
colonial bird habitat.  Important rare plant habitats include coastal sandstone cliffs and clay bluffs 
that provide habitat for arctic remnants, wetlands, lagoons, and steep ravines.  The park also 
provides spawning areas for lake trout and whitefish. 

Primary threats:  Airborne pollutants and toxic chemicals that move up the food-chain, 
exotic plants and animals, and the potential for human developments such as pulp mills, 
underwater logging and oil extraction. 

Important management documents:  General Management Plan completed in 1989 and 
a new GMP was started in 2004. Resource Management Plan revised in 1999. Natural Resources 
Monitoring Plan revised in 1999.   

For important park monitoring reports see Supplemental Document #3 
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 Vital Signs Monitoring Report, Great Lakes I&M Network 2 

 
Map of Apostle Islands National Lakeshore and surrounding area.




